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Editorial

The last issue of Pennine Link No. 83,
was a bumper bundle of 48 pages.
This was due to so much happening all
about at the same time. Apart from the
ongoing canal restoration news, which
in itself was larger than usual with
employment. training, nature
conservancy, and paving bill articles,
we had a number of ‘specials’. Firstly
there was the aftermath of the Ashton
Canals Festival, with reports,
competition and raffle results. (more
from ACF later in this issue). Then the
details of the forthcoming Xirklees
Canals Festival, with the programme of
events, sponsores etc., plus the use of
Benjie by the BBC for First Of The
Summer Wine series. Amid all this
activity came the IWA national rally at
Castlefield. (Although the Huddersfield
and Rochdale projects received very
little coverage). A very eventful time
indeed.

However, fate conspired to make things
difficult on a number of fronts. The
magazine was riddled with printers
errors and omissions, the vast majority
of which had been corrected at earlier
stages of the process, but still managed
to get printed. Totally unauthorised,
the attractive front cover design had
been altered from the original, with the
most important information, i.e. the
dates of the Kirklees Festival, removed
altogether. Inside the front cover, the
list of council members was a shambles.
Far from being revised and updated as
per written instructions, it turned out a
little pulverised to say the least.
Observant readers will have noticed that
our chairman has been flirted back to
his old address, and my Lancashire
address has a Wakefield ’phone
number??? 1 must apologise to Ken
Baker for the non appearance of his new
advertisment. This was among a

number of other snippets, picture
captions etc,. that failed to make it.
I will leave it there before I get myself
vexed again. Whats done is done.
In the event, the missing Kirklees
Festival dates, and the inclusion of
raffle tickets turned out to be academic,
since our glorious postal system ground
to a halt before we could get the
magazine despatched. With
Manchester area being one of the last
to go back to work, several weeks
went by with boxes of packaged P’Links
"just waiting”. I hope you all received
your copies eventually, if not, please
drop me a line, or give me a 'Phone
call and I will send you one.

Wearing my Ashton Festival Committee
hat, I extend our thanks to Ron Thomas
of Barnes & Thomas for very generous
sponsorship donations which went a
long way towards bringing the excellent
Smokey City Jazz Band to the Festival
for Saturday evenings entertainment.
Rons firm is advertised later in the
issue.

Putting my editors hat back on, I extend
my best wishes to our ex editor, Sue
Chadwick, in her new role as general
secretary. As an editor she left a hard
act to follow, and I am sure she will
make a similar success of her new job.

This being the last issue of the year,
may I wish all society members, friends,
friends of friends, and everyone who
reads Pennine Link, a

VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
and the
HAPPIEST POSSIBLE NEW YEAR

Alwyn Ogborn
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Chairmans Remarks

It is not often that one can state that an
organisation owes so much to one
person. The very existence of the
Huddersfield Canal Society owes
everything to R A Dewey. Bob was one
of four canal enthusiasts - John
Maynard, Ralph Kirkham and Margaret
Sinfield and Bob who met on an old
Calder and Hebble short boat, Elizabeth
B in Aspley Basin in 1974. Margaret
Sinfield, who was Chairperson of the
West Riding Branch of the IWA, called
a meeting and asked the other members
of the ‘gang of four’ what their
proposals were for the Huddersfield
Narrow Canal.

A strip map of the whole Canal was
produced by Bob Dewey who had come
north, like John Maynard, in 1972 to
work for the West Riding Planning
Department in Wakefield. A public
meeting was called for 4th April 1974
and approximately 80 people turned up
at the Zetland Hotel in Huddersfield,
among them many members of the
Peak Forest Canal Society who had just
seen the Ashton and Peak Forest
restored to navigation.

The society was purposely called the
Huddersfield Canal Society and not the
Huddersfield Narrow Canal Society and,
at the inaugural meeting after the
‘gang’ had fixed the annual subscription
at £1 per member, Bob was appointed
general secretary, Margaret and Ralph
were already committed elsewhere on
canal duties. John Maynard was
‘asked’ to be chairman and Bob, who
preffered to work behind the scenes,
chose the role of secretary. Val Dewey,
Bob’s wife, was also appointed a
committee member and these two have
steered the Society through for the past
fourteen years. 5

John and Bob wrote dozens of letters
in the early years as well as organising
clearance parties on the Canal. One of
the early ‘official’ visitis to the canal by
the  Waterways movement was
organised by Bob and John. David
Wain and Ken Goodwin crawled over
the cut including the infilled sections.
The guests were very enthusiastic
about the prospects for the canal and
the foundations for the campaign were
laid.

John Maynard said that Bob Dewey’s
role was vital to the continuance of the
Society. Bob often had a beguiling air
of injured innocence when the campaign
was going wrong . He was persistent
in his letter writing. He wrote to BWB
Area Engineer time and time again
for advice and to lobby for our Canal.
When he felt that progress was slow,
he wrote to Sir Frank Price, the then
Chairman of BWB. He was summoned
to the Area Engineer’'s office with
John Maynard, was carpeted for his
lack of diplomacy and then
congratulated for his enthusiasm.
He never took ‘no’ for an answer
and his zeal for the campaign was not
affected by his seeing locks being
officially vandalised in the mid 1970’s.

Whilst giving countless talks to canal
societies, townswomen'’s guilds, probus
societies, ect., Bob was studying for an
Open University degree and had a
‘part-time’ job as an assistant planner at
Kirklees. He holds membership of the
Town Planning Institute and he is a
Fellow of the Institute of Chartered
Surveyors. Bob’s resignation for HCS
Council is due to his becoming assistant
Chief Planning Officer at Wigston and
Oadby District Council in Leicester.
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Appointments

We all thank him for his unstinting work
for the Society and send him our best
wishes for his new post. It has not been
unnoticed that Bob has long been a
member of the Foxton Inclined Plane
Trust. Perhaps they will gain should
Bob become actively involved. We all
miss you Bob. Good luck.

David Sumner

Appointment of General Secretary

The new general secretary of HCS,
following the departure of founder-
member Bob Dewey, is have-a-go
Sue Chadwick.

While not having to be physically press-
ganged into following in Bob’s footsteps
Sue was at first rather reluctant to take
on the No. 1 administrative job with the
society. After all, she pointed out,
Bob Dewey had been much more than a
mere minute taker (much nodding of
heads by HCS council members).
He was very much a secretary of many
parts, including organiser, letter writer,
speaker to societies and associations
large and small, and digger outer of a
few tons of glutinous mud from the
bottom of a lock or two.

No wonder with such a workload there
was a prolonged deafening silence at a
Council meeting when chairman
David Sumner called for a volunteer to
don the secretary’s mantle. But back
home Sue thought, and thought, and
thought - and eventually, like the
reluctant bride, said "Yes”.

Mother of five Sue was, of course,
for seven years Editor of Pennine Link,
turning it from a duplicated news sheet
into a newsy periodical, and she was in
charge in 1984 when it was awarded
top spot in a nationwide competition

organised by "Narrow Boat” magazine.
She was involved with secretarial work
until being a mum and housewife
became her principal occupation.
After vacating the Plink editorial
chair she pledged that her role on the
Council would certainly not remain a
comparatively passive one for long.
As it turned out the transformation from
passive to active was almost
instantaneous.

She likes a social drink with friends, is
rumoured to spend a lot of time at home
in Glossop running up items of clothes
for the family on her knitting machine
and, of course, she takes over as
secretary at an exciting time when
HCS has appointed its first full time
officer (See article below).

Both Sue Chadwick and Frank Smith say
they are looking forward to jobs which
are challenging and, they hope, will
prove satisfying. We hope so too.
Welcome Sue.

Alec Ramsden

APPOINTMENT OF FULL TIME
ASSISTANT PROJECTS OFFICER

A regular soldier for over twenty years,
Mr Frank Smith, who hails from
Mossley, has been appointed full time
assistant projects officer by a special
selection committee of HCS.

Mr Smith, married with three grown up
children, lives at 18 Nottingham Drive,
Ashton. He has taken up his new
civilian job and will be based in an office
at the headquarters of Tameside
Canals Ltd.

Mr Smith is back in civilian life after
twenty-two years as a regular soldier,
serving with the 14th/20th. King’s
Hussars. He ended his Army career as
a Warrant Officer and is experienced in
many fields.
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Photo by:
WRNS Pictures

Mr Frank Smith

proud that I shall renew my connection
and be actively involved in the re-
opening campaign. I think the potential
is enormous,” said Mr Smith.

His working brief is a very wide one,
covering administrative duties with
HCS to liaison with organisations and
authorities involved in the restoration
project on both sides of the Pennines.
He lists his interest as philately, English
history, collecting books, cricket
(possibly still a player) and volleyball
(but not currently as a participant).
But realistically, Mr Smith said that
with the amount of work to be -carried
out - HCS slave driving officials Keith
Gibson and John Fryer drew up a job
specification stretching from Aspley
Basin to Standedge Tunnel - he doubted
if he would have much free time.

He is an associate member of the
Institute of Administrative
Management and has specialist training
or experience in areas including
supervisory management, tele-
communications, recruitment and
personnel selection - and looking after
service funds.

He has also had experience with heavy
goods and tracked vehicles, has been
a projectionist and squadron quarter-

This wide range of interests was one of master.

his may qualifications which impressed
the selection panel. He has had
experience of manpower planning,
personnel and administration, public
relations, training, volunarty groups,
and working with people of all ages.
He is no stranger to the Narrow Canal,
having visited it many times when his
father was in charge of the fire station at
Mossley. "It is sad that it was allowed
to fall into disuse and was abandoned.
Now that it is being given new life
through an exciting and fast moving
restoration scheme I am pleased and

Commenting on his appointment
Mr Smith said ”Starting a new career
is always difficult, but with a job that
offers enjoyment and a challange, I
believe that this would be a good place
from which to start. I enjoy working
with people. I believe in doing things
that are worthwhile and have a creative
and artistic nature which I think that
this particular job requires.”

And he added "I am raring to go.”

Alec Ramsden
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Boats

The Boat does need constant attention
and it is practically a full-time
occupation. There have been at least
three of us working on it every weekend
and most of the time all we were able
to do was repair damage caused by
weather and vandals.

I called in the professionals - the firm
who carry out servicing for TLC - to get
the mechanics right otherwise it is
possible that the boat might never have
moved again. The trouble is, as every
motorist knows, with mechanical parts
as worn as these, renewals of one part
automatically triggers off something
else.

We are progressing - Alwyn has fitted
two new automatic bilge pumps so that
we don’t have to bail out for a couple of
hours before starting any small job.
He has also fitted new lights inside so
that, if we do break down with a party
board, at least they will be able to see
one another!

BWB drained a pound for us one
Saturday and Ian France and I spent a
happy morning underneath the working
end. We found that the spout unit is
badly corroded and needs renewing and
also it didn’t match up with the
directional indicator on the steering.

The only problem now, is the battery
charging and resultant starting
problem. However, Alwyn was offered
£5,000 worth of batteries (obtained from
a redundant chemical plant) at a very
good discout (like for nothing!) Hope-
fully, when the installation difficulties
are solved. Bejie will start at the first
touch!

STAN NO 2

The outboard has been located but, once
again, this is a bit clapped out. I have
given this problem to the TCL
professionals to tickle up.

Stan is in a sorry state but some of the
batteries that Alwyn has acquired will
drive Stan. It does need urgent
remedial joinery. It might be worth
while having a complete re-vamp of the
cabin to allow easier access to the
engine and control gear.

Water shortage looks like being a big
problem. Coming uphill is frightfully
slow sometimes necessitating draining
two pounds to fill a lock. However,
our good friend, Ian Fullerton of BWB,
has the matter in hand and, by the time
proper navigation takes place, the
problem will be solved.

Whilst Alwyn and I were working Benjie
through 42E last week, amongst the
gongoozlers were HCS members Mr
and Mrs Green of Huddersfield who
have apparently not once but twice,
made the epic voyage through
Standedge Tunnel. Alwyn is going to
try to nudge them into providing an
article for Pennine Link to give us the
flavour of the three and a half miles
underground - SO watch this space for
future revelations.

Brian Minor
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Costs of Restoration to date

The heading for this article was jokingly
suggested at the last Council Meeting, |
rarely pas over the chance of a chuckle, so

here goes.
Ed.

City Page

I have sometimes been asked the
question "How much has been spent on
canal restoration by the Society” and I
will therefore attempt to provide an
answer.

Since restoration work began in 1981 the
following amounts have been spent by
the Society on materials, lock gates,
dredging, plant hire etc:-

Diggle & Uppermill £21,593
Tameside Canals Limited £245,382
Oldham MSC/ET Scheme £26,760

Total £293,735

The above expenditure excludes
expenditure by other bodies such as
BWB and local authorities and ignores
the funding from Manpower Services
Commission (now Training
Commission).

We are committed to spending further
large sums on restoration work and I
hope to keep you informed of our
expenditure in future articles.

Les Winnard

KENS BACK ON THE CUT

FOR SERVICE - SPARES - REPAIRS

ON ALL TYPES OF
CANAL CRAFT

Ring KEN (King Alfred) BAKER
ON 09257 2664

OR AT WAYFARER NARROW BOATS
0942 41890
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Sales Report

It’s all over for another year - the
travelling round and going from one
canal festival to another; the setting up
and taking down of the awning on the
caravan (which was great fun the first
time!); the -arranging of stock and
meeting people from all walks of life
including many from other canal
societies who are just as enthusiastic as
we are - Roll on next year!

A big ‘thankyou’ to all those who came
to help me at both the National in
Manchester and the Kirklees in
Huddersfield; too numerous to mention
individually but you all know who you
are. I will be calling on you again to
help next year. So, as soon as I have
the dates of the festivals, I will be in
touch.

We covered three festivals within
three weeks at the end. At the National
which was a three-day event, we were
not in the best of positions situated
directly opposite a smelly and smokey
food tent, just near the railway bridge.
Most people did eventually find us
but only after wandering around all
the rest of the site first. I managed on a
few occasions, to look round the
Manchester site but only once managed
to get round the Salford site. (I’ve still
not been down Hulme Lock and am
willing to crew for anyone just to say
I've done i've done it!}) The two
combined sites together were vast and,
including the Castlefield Carnival as
well, I can well believe the figures
when they say they were expecting
over 20,000 people per day.

The second of the three weekends
was at Denby Dale Pie and was only a
one-day event (or one day for us, at any
rate). It was all due to Denis Shaw of

the Keep Britain Tidy Group, which no
longer exists. He managed to get a
spot for the Group on the Saturday and
let us have it for the Sunday. My
grateful thanks to Anne Crossland for
coming and helping on the stall and
bringing millions of handouts for the
Kirklees Festival the  following
weekend. With Denby Dale not being
a canal festival, we wondered how we
would fare with sales, membership,
etc. Although we did not do very well,
we were at least able to show people
what is happening to the Canal on both
sides of the Pennines. A great many
expressed interest and, if half of them
came to Kirklees Festival, we achieved
our objective.

Which brings me nicely to Kirklees
Festival held in the grounds of
Huddersfield Polytechnic. As last year,
the facilities laid on by the Poly were
super with the refectory and bar both
open and dispensing food and drink of
a very good quality. Of course, the
weather was against us on the Saturday
with the wind blowing and the rain
lashing down - a typical Huddersfield
day, I hear you say! However, Sunday
improved and so did the numbers of
people who attended. All in all, it was
a good weekend and I treated dad
(well, you’ve got to look after the older
generation occasionally) to a Norman’s
Sandwich at the Bulls Head later on in
the evening - well worth the trip out.

A big ‘Thakyou’ once again to all who
turned up to help including those who
just arrived on the day. I was very
grateful for all your help and here’s to
next year.

Fiona T Tewson
Sales Officer
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Restoration

Diggle restoration report: Nov/Dec 1988

At last we have managed to get some
scaffolding into Lock 31W, which
regular readers (if we have any after
this saga) will know we have been
intending to do for several months.
The problem was finally solved by
using the ex-East Pennine Transport
Group scaffolding as a tower, streng-
thened and braced by additional poles.
Progress on resetting copings and
removing the bulge in one wall of the
lock has been speeded by a special tool
combining the best features of an
Acrow prop and a screw jack. We now
have over half the off-side wall complete
including the worst section. The next
two weekends should allow completion
of the towpath side.

Future dates are as follows:-

Nov 13 Nov 27
Dec 11 Janl
Jan 15 Jan 29

Further information from me on
Huddersfield (0484) 534666.

Trevor Ellis.

Restoration Progress Laock 1W to 10W

Extract from TCL Report by Steve
Whitby.

6.1 Five lock chambers are now
operational - Gates for Lock 9W are now
awaited from Stanley Ferry, pounds
1-2 and 2-3 are now dredged.

6.2 Lock ladders fitted on locks 9/10/11

6.3 Sewer at Stalybridge (Stanley
Square) 30% completed.

6.4 Towpath renovation between

Whitland tunnel and Lock 2 90%
completed.

All Photo’s by the Editor.

SOUTH PENNINES FARM AND COUNTRY
ACCOMMODATIONS AND SELF-CATERING
ACCOMMODATION.

All members of English Tourist Board and The Farm Holiday Bureay

For Brochure Ring:
04574 66536 EVENINGS or 04577 3040
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Lock 10W
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Advertising Rates Per Issue Per 6 Issues
Quarter Page £3.00 £15.00
Half Page £5.50 27.50
Full Page £10.00 £50.00
PRESS DATE
1st DECEMBER

All articles to the editor
TYPED if possible
But don’t let it put you off

11



(PENNINE LINK)

From left to right

Richard Brooker of Kirklees Leisure Services, Tourism Minister John Lee,
Kirklees Architect John Miller and regional employment executive Donald
Bruce. Photo: WRNS Pictures
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MINISTER OF TOURISM VISITS
THE HUDDERSFIELD NARROW

The value of waterways restoration
schemes as a way of attracting tourists -
and creating jobs - was stressed by the
government’s Minister for Tourism,
Mr John Lee, when he paid a brief
visit to the Tunnel End Canal and
Countryside Centre.

Said the Minister "Canals and
waterways are the most unexploited
and unconsidered asset in the tourism
picture,” and he went on to give details
of ways in which waterside develop-
ments were helping to bring prosperity
and new life to areas. Mr Lee was
visiting Tunnel End and the Colne
Valley Museum at Golcar which are
sites selected for Civic Trust regener-
ation studies.

He was shown round Tunnel End by
Mr John Miller, the Kirklees Archtect
responsible for the east side restoration
of the Narrow Canal, and by Mr Richard
Brooker, of Kirklees Leisure Services.

And Mr Miller took the opportunity to
tell him of the speed of restoration and
of plans for the re-opening and new
uses for Standedge Tunnel.

The Minister said the information about
the tunnel had been very interesting.
He was impressed with facilities at
the centre - which includes, of course,
an HCS exhibition - and said that other
enterprises could build on successful
waterways restoration and waterside
development.

"There is a tremendous fascination
about waterways and canals and they
have potential for developments which
have a much wider tourism appeal,” he
added.

Tourism, he pointed out, had a turnover
of £18 billion a year, provided jobs
for four million people and was growing
at the rate of nearly 1,000 jobs a year.
It was big business.

Alec Ramsden

WARBURTONS
PENNINE LIMITED,
GLEBE STREET,
SHAW,

OLDHAM OL2 7SF.

ASHTON CANALS FESTIVAL SPONSOR

Warburton's

W DBakers Since 1576

TELEPHONE: SHAW (0706) 847744.
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Until the Huddersfield Narrow’s open again let

Waterways World

link you to the rest of the waterway’s world!

The highest level in waterways reading for the
highest level of waterway

Waterway Productions Ltd., Kottingham House,
Dale Street, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs. DE14 3TD.

Waterways World - Your monthly
towpath telegraph

Waterways
World

14



(PENNINE LINK )

DUST DOWN YOUR
WELLIES WITH WRG!

Keep your shovel in the Restor-
ation Scheme by joining us on
away digs. Monthly visits to Strat-
ford-Montgomery Pocklington. Lots
of fresh air, good food, convivial
company.

Contact: Waterway Recovery
Group. Malcolm Bridge,

3 Heather Bank, Littleborough.

v Tel: 0706 78582

UNEMPLOYED?

TAMESIDE
COMMUNITY PROGRAMME AGENCY

Gives help by providing up to 26 weeks work for the long-term
~ unemployed.

INTERESTED?

Then contact us on
061 320 4737 ext 224

15
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HORSE DRAWN ENTERPRISES

Explore the Huddersfield Narrow by HORSE AND CARRIAGE. Walk a
section and be returned t0 your starting point by carriage, or visit points on
the canal by carriage, walking some sections if you like, then resting your
legs while the horse trots on. We stop at canalside inns by request of course

HORSE-DRAWN CANAL BOATING

is available with the Ashton Packet Boat Co. at Manchester on ‘Maria’ the
world’s oldest narrowboat. Travel the Ashton, Peak Forest, and
Huddersfield Narrow Canals with Sonny. Alternatively cruise by horse-
power on the Rochdale Canal with Calder Valley Cruising at Hebden Bridge
on ‘Sarah Siddons’.

All enquiries welcome. Sue Day: 04575-4863.
(24 hours)

Photographs for this issue of
Pennine Link were kindly developed

and printed by

Manufacturing Company Limited

PRECISION ENGINEERS
Repairs and renewals {PHOTOGRAPHERS) LTD

Prototypes l
Special purpose machinery Commercial & Portrait Photographers

Sub-contract machining. ‘ UNION BANK ROAD, OFF NEW
L . STREET, HUDDERSFIELD
Springfield Mills U .
Kirkburton Tel: Huddersfield 20775

Huddersfield
West Yorkshire

Tel: 0484 608200
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HOTEL BOATING ON THE HUDDERSFIELD
NARROW?

Yes we hope to take Brackley onto the restored section to
Stalybridge twice this year.

For details of our extensive 19889 cruising schedule and the
10% discount offered to HCS members {please quc¢ = membership
no.), contact Martin and Debbie Rushbrooke now

N T
@) TCSTI3RR -

@>® m &S Tel (09363) 78652
® ®
Shire Cruisers
) ¢ The Wharf
N ’«‘1 Sowerb‘;( Bridégre
kshieers . West Yorkshire Hxe 2AG

Tounst Board

Tel: Haiifax (0422) 832712
The secret may not last.................

Explore Yorkshire’s secret waterways now, before the re-opening of the
Huddersfield Canal unleashes the ravening hordes from the Midlands.
With us you can reach the parts other hire boats can't get to; York and
Ripon {almost); the Derwent and the Pocklington; and we are waiting for the
first crew to take a hire boat onto the Market Weighton Canali Then there’s
Sheffield and Keadby - and you could reach the end of the Rufford Branch
with a fortnight..............

Also, we now have two boats on the Rochdaie - come and see how the
competition are doing!

Yorkshire’s largest hire fleet.
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Restoration Progress at
September 1988
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Turnbridge Huddersfield Broad Canal
Photo’s : Alwyn Ogborn
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HIRE A TRADITIONAL STYLE NARROW BOAT
FROM MIDDLEWICH

One day the Huddersfield Narrow will be restored and boating
enthusiasts will flock to it. Until then, sample the delights of the
rest of the area’s canals by starting from Middlewich, the hub of
the North-West system — all the canals are within one weeks’
cruise.

Hire one of our traditional
style boats. 4-12 berth, some
with fully fitted boatman’s
cabins{cross bed, droptable,
etc.) They have enclosed
engine rooms, hand painted
decorations and plenty of
brass to polish.

Brochure from:

ODEIICE NARRO,, 8

(WILLOW WREN KEARNS LTD)
CANAL TERRACE
MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE CW109BD
T elepbose: Middhewhch (060 684) 2460

““The Boater’s Hire Base’’

) \’
NORTHERN
(CONVEYANCING

(JUARANTEES
A 7.

27a Shambles, York YO1 2LX York (0904) 562992

Fast, efficient, personal service for buying and
selling all property (but not boats/)

Distance no object as all work can be carried out
by post or telephone. Please write or telephone us
for a copy of our brochure and a free written quotaticn

21
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THE POWER CENTRE

TAW|

UNIT 2, WALK MILL, MARGARET STREET,
ASHTON-U-LYNE, LANCASHIRE

Telephone: 061-344 0772
Telex: 668230

T. D. ANDREW (TAW) LTD.

Marine and Industrial Diesel Engineers

Aspley Whar Tarina wo.

HUDDERSFIELD

Good selection of speedboats, cabin cruisers and inflatables in stock.

BOATS & OUTBOARDS WANTED ON BROKERAGE OR FOR
CASH

Skis, wetsuite and full chandiery shop
Slipping facilities available
Ski jackets, bouyancy aids, mocering available
Chemical Disposal Point

Piction speed boats and mariner outboards main agents

Visit us soon at
Aspley Basin, Aspley, Huddersfield

Tel: (0484) 514123
Open 6 days per week. Closed Wednesdays

22
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T

Kirklees Festival Opening Speaches

Bates Mill Bridge
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ASHTON CANALS FESTIVAL SPONSOR

SPECIALIST ENGINEERS

METAL MACHINISTS & FABRICATORS

Barnes & Thomas Ltd.,
Cheethams Mill,

Park Street, Stalybridge,
Cheshire SK15 2BT
Telephone: 061-338 3630
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ASHTON CANALS FESTIVAL SPONSOR

NE

ALAN
CUNLIFFE
~ WHOLESALE

LIMITED

DISTRIBUTORS OF ELECTRICAL
AND ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT

Unit 3¢, Castle Park Industrial Estate
Bower Street, Oldham OL1 3LN

Tel: 061-652 4216/7 061-626 4113
Fax: 061-627 2754
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Readers Page

This blank space is because I have not received any letters for this issue.
Is it a hangover from the postal strike, or is it the demand that letters

‘must be typed’

The ‘must be typed’ is for the benefit of the printers.

FORGET IT. PUT PEN TO PAPER AND LET ME HAVE YOUR VIEWS.
We will type it and change it from joined up writing at the pre-typsetting
stage. Tell us what you like or dislike, and lets see if we can get a lively

interchange going.

Ed.

Younger

Readers

Page

At the suggestion of Craig Watson
(who’s letter appears across) I am
starting this younger readers page.
Anyone under the age of 18 who has
any views, ideas or general comments,
please drop me a line, I will be pleased
to hear from you.

Ed.
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Dear Editor,

I’d just like to say thanks to thaks to all
the people who are helping fix up ‘Stan’
our first boat. I would like to thank
Brian Minor who supplied me with
bitumen and brushes. This is great but
we still need more ‘people’. We need
them for mending the cabin on ‘Stan’
or ‘YOO’ could help by helping mend
locks or paint boats or if you are unable
to do this, please rejoin next year.
Remeber, your money is helping to
restore a unique canal.

Yours faithfully
Craig Watson (age 13)

1 Pastures Court
Pasture Lane
Leeds LS7 4QN
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Raffle First Prize..
Champagne Meal for Two.

For the last 9 years, the first prize in the
ACF raffle has been donated by Top
Lock Marine at Marple, and has
consisted of a champagne meal for two
aboard the cruising restaurant narrow-
boat Four Seasons.

Top Lock Marine was started over 10
years ago by Malcolm and Alison
Allcard (Four SEasons had it’s 10th
birthday on 1st July this year). Initially
it was a brave venture into the unknown
but in hindsight the Allcards need not
have worried, the narrowboat
restaurant has proved to be a great
success, and these days is half booked
up before the season starts.

The standard cruise in 3 hours 15 min.
long and sails to Higher Poynton and
back, with seating for 12 people.
Normal sailings are Tuesday to
Saturday evenings and Sunday lunch-
time. The boat can be booked for
special parties or business trips outside
these times. The season starts about
Faster time and continues into mid
October when the boat is laid up and
given her winter overhaul.

Top Lock Marine also hire out a self
steer day boat which is fitted with
cooking, washing and toilet facilities,
and is a good day out for all the family.
With other boating facilities such as
moorings, pump outs, fuel and gas,
Malcolm and Alison are kept very busy.
Three delightful young daughters
add to the workload at the moment,
but I am sure that in a few years time
they will become a big help.

The photographs show Mr Dave Halson
and his wife collecting their prize on
the 4th September this year, and the
festival committee extend. their sincere
thanks for the donations of this lovely
prize.

Malcolm and Alison can be contacted at:

Top Lock Marine
Lime Kiln Lane
Marple

Cheshire

Tel: 061 427 5712

If you fancy a meal out on Four Seasons
next year, book early, it fills up very
quickly.

Alwyn Ogborn

Telephone: Glossop 66536 or 061-427 2377

SHIRE COTTAGE
BED & BREAKFAST

Prop. Monica Sidebottom
BENCHES LANE, CHISWORTH
oppesite Woodheys Restaurant, Marple-Glossop Road (A626)
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2

Photo’s1, 2 & 3 Dave Halson & his wife boarding Four Seasons 4th Sept.

Photo Alwyn Ogborn.
28
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Four Seasons in her berth at Top Lock
Photo Alwyn Ogborn
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Ashton Canals Festival

The following article is reprinted from
the excellent monthly news sheet
Jazz Times, with the kind permission
of the Editor Alice Garnett. For those
of you unfamiliar with this publication,
Jazz Times lists all the regular bands
and their venues in and around
Manchester, starting with Sunday
lunchtime through to Saturday evening.
If you are a Jazz fan, there is some-
where every night of the week. Jazz
Times is usually on sale where the
bands are playing, and carries articles
on future and past events. If you want
to know more, contact Alice direct at:
10 Perry Road

Timperley

Altrincham

Cheshire

Tel: 061 980 1695

Editor.

WE WERL: THERE:
ASHTON CANALS FESTIVAL
Sat 9th July

The evening’s entertainment was
provided by the Smckey City Jazz Band
and Julie, ably assisted throughout by
half a dozen youngsters, aged from
6 to 10 and a hand puppet who went by
the name of ‘Alf’ or was it ‘Fred’?
As the day’s event centred on a nautical
theme, the Band began with two
appropriate numbers for the occasion,
"Steamboat Shuffle” followed by
"Up A Lazy River”. They then carried
on with further numbers including
"The Entertainer”, which we felt was
very apt, "Wild Cat Blues”, "Stevedore
Stomp” and Julie singing "Beale
Street”.

When Julie gave a rendering of "A
Good Man is Hard to Find” Terry Brunt

30

at this point milled amongst the
audience, no doubt with the idea in
mind of fulfilling Julie’s wish, a very
commendable act in deed.

Now it was the youngster’s turn in the
spotlight. They joined Julie and the
Band for "A Yellow Submarine”.
"Squeeze Me"” with the young ones
doing the actions, and of all things
"Daisy”. However, we feel that the
most memorable part of the evening
was John Hallam’s clarinet solo,
‘"'T've Got Rhythem” this was
absolutely superb.

At the end of the evening the organiser
remarked that this was the finest Jazz
they had had so far at the Festival, a
sentiment expressed by all those
attending.

The concert came to a close with the
Band playing "The Saints” and "Ice
Cream”.

On behalf of ourselves and the very
large audience, a very big ‘Thankyou’
to the Band, Julie and of course the
young singers and dancers.

Mavis and Peter
Chapel-en-le-Frith

Tunnel End Canal &

Countryside Centre - __ &
Tl :

Tuesday 2pm - 4pm
Wed-¥ri 1lam - Ipm 2pm - 4pm
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays
1lam - 4.30pm

For details of Activities etc.
Tel: Huddersfield 846062
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Canal is star of A/V Preservation

Photo: Saddleworth Viaduct and
Lock 23W Huddersfield Narrow Canal.

The Huddersfield Narrow Canal
features strongly in the latest audio-
visual slide presentation from Elizabeth
Fowler.

FROM MINT BALLS TO ABBEY
WALLS records a narrowboat journey
she made from her home at Hassall
Green, on the Trent and Mersey, to
Leeds. During the 70 minute
programme, the audience are taken on
visits to canalside towns, villages,
museums, and even the steam rail-
way at Keighley. An excursion from
Dukinfield Junction to Marsden gives
extensive coverage of the restoration
with some fine photographs of the work
in progress, as well as superb views
over the Pennines.

The off-beat is not neglected either.
A Leeds and Liverpool Canal sign
shows Gobbledegook to be alive and

Photo. Elizabeth Fowler

by The Wharf
Hassall Green
Sandbach
Cheshire CW11 0YB

flourishing in 1880. A notice instructs
Kirklees Council officials to ‘remain in
the road until attended to, whilst
Macclesfield Town Hall carries a board
stating that ‘this door must be open and
locked at all times’.

Elizabeths  excellent  photography
is complemented by an informative if
somewhat quirky commentry from
Dennis Needham, and some very good
sound recordings.

A splenid evenings entertainment,
well worth seeing when you get the
opportunity. Edward Bishop

My efforts to find out times and venues for
this show have drawn a blank. [If you are
interested, you may see announcements
locally or in the press ‘sorry about that folks’.
Ed.
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‘ \« gour safety
. SAFETY l ‘ a b's"“r
EQUIPMENT » g DUSINESS
Wl CENTRE A A

(HUDDERSFIELD)LTD.

Not only SAFETYQUIPMENT g
but OUTDOOR CLOTHING TOO!

Genuine clothing at reasonable prices]

SAFETY FOOTWEAR,
PROTECTIVE AND e
OUTDOOR CLOTHING §
TO HUDDERSFIELD
NARROW CANAL
RESTORATION
SCHEME

A Complete range
of Safety Signs

Available in self adhesive vinyl
and Rigid Plastic Ex stock -

SAFETY EQUIPMENT CENTRE .
(HUDDERSFIELD)LTD OPEN DAILY 830 - 5.30 Mon-Fri,

" 13 Bridge Street, Lockwood, »
- Huddersfield, Yorkshire HD4 6EL .
Telephone: (0484) 537730 or 20248

9.00 - 12 noen Sat.
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Yellow Brick Road

b
o

Frank Ruffley and Kenneth Dyball on the ‘Yellow Brick Road’

STALYBRIDGE has its very own yellow
brick road!

For that’s what local residents have
already dubbed Staley Way - the new
canalside walkway, cycle path and
bridle path.

And on Saturday, council leader Roy
Oldham will declare the colourful path
officially open!

Staley Way follows the line of the
disused Stalybridge to Diggle railway
line - approximately one mile in length,
starting at Stalybridge town centre and
ending at Grove Road, Millbrook.
It’s received its nickname from the
yellow-tinted gravel that has been laid
along the path.

33

It was constructed by Tameside Canals
Ltd., in conjunction with the Tame
Valley Joint Committee and the Bike
Path Project.

Chairman of Tameside Canals Ltd.,
Mr Frank Ruffley said that the way was
an eyesore before work was carried out.
Tameside Canals Ltd. are hoping that
many cyclists, walkers and riders will
‘follow the yellow brick road’ at the
official ceremony on Saturday.

Anyone interested in going along should
meet at Knowle Street, Stalybridge
between 10am and 10.15am on Saturday

Reprinted from the Advertiser
13th October 1988
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Be smart

Be up-to-date Air Force Blue

With the new with yellow logo ONLY £5.95inc p&p
HCS

Tie.

Other Sales Items

HCS Sweatshirts ~ XXL ) New Logo £9.50 + 50p p&p

HCS Sweatshirts  S.M.L.XL.) £8.95 + 50p p&p
various colours. 'Phone first to check.

HCS T Shirts white with blue and red logo £4.50 + 30p p&p
S.M.L.XL.

Standedge T Towels £1.75 + 25p p&p

Digglettes {smalf and furry) with

“} swam through Standedge Tunnel” labels 35p S.A.E.

Postcards

Still awaiting new ones 10 for £1.00

Tunnel End Postcards 10 for £1.00

Waterways Postcards - various

Black & white ‘Narrowboat People’ with 12for £1.20

red border - 12 designs

Plates

Small lace plates - flower design £2.50 For details
Tunnel End Plates } £4.95 of postage
Dungebooth Plates ) 5¢t0f3 £4.95 write or “phone
Turnbridge Plates } £12.00 £4.95 Fiona Tewson
Books

Ladybird Book of Canals 86 +18pp&p
Ashton Canal Book - few remaining copies £1.00 + 18pp&p
Huddersfield Narrow Towpath Guide £1.00 + 40pp&p
West Yorkshire Waterways Guide {spiral bound) £1.95 + 40p p&p
Discovering Canals in Britian £1.95 + 40pp&p
Lancashire Waterways £1.75 + 40p p&p
Yorkshire Waterways £1.75 + 40p p&p
Observers Book of Canals £3.95 + 40pp&p
Canal Architecture £1.25 + 18pp&p
Canal Barges and Narrowboats £1.25 + 18pp&p
Wild Flowera of the Waterways and Marshes 50 + 18pp&p
A Short History of the Narrowboat £1.50 + 40pp&p
The Countryside throughout Spring £1.00 + 40pp&p
Summer £1.00 + 40pp&p
Autumn £1.00 + 40pp&p
Winter £1.00 + 40pp&p
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SALES ORDER FORM

Please send me:

Item Quantity Cost and Postage.

Orders to: Fiona Tewson, tal:
263 Manchester Road Total:
Mossley OL5 9AN
Tel: Mossley 6581

Cheques payable to: LOXVEND LTD.
Please don’t forget to include your name and address with your order.

Home cooked quailty food our speciality
Mon - Fri 12to 2 p.m. !

Extensive bar meals every evening HAND PULLED

and Saturday Lunchtime SELECTION
Sunday lunchtime specials include OF BEERS
our famous steak and kidney pie .
(bring the family} T.Taylors. Boddingtons. [ g

Oldham. Stelia.

Dig Lea, Hamlet, Diggle. 3 minutes from Uppermiil  Tel: 04577 2741
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JOIN NOW

Your support is needed now. The more members we have, the more effective is our voice. Help.
to re open the Huddersfield Narrow with your pen, your spade, your moral support or in any
other way you have to offer.

To: The Membership Secretary, Huddersfield Canal Society, 38 Paris Road, Scholes, Holmfirth.

Telephone’ Holmfirth 685022
I/We wish to join the Huddersfield Canal Society.

NI/ S L e

AOAIESS L.

Postcode ................... Telephone: ... ...
OCCUPAtioN ...

Amountenclosed £ ...... .. ... ... ... ...

Fheard about the SoCIetY frOMm .. ..o e

MEMBERSHIP RATES: Family Membership £6.00. Junior {Under 18)£2.00
Associate £10.00(voluntary society’s). Corporate £20.00{minimum). Life £75.00
If elected |/we agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articies of Association

of the Company

ACCOMMODATION?
No problem at Globe Farm!

We have:

Bed & Breakfast (with h & ¢} Self-Catering Bunkhouse for 27 people
with showers and drying room.
Camping All at very reasonable rates

Contact:
Jean Mayall, Globe Farm, Huddersfield Road, Delph, Nr Oldham.
for details Tel: 04577 3040 Member H.C.S.
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The Society welcomes the following New Members

1650 Mr & Mrs Mike & Ula Hewer [ NG
o |
1652 Mr & Mrs Laurence & Marion Wilkins ||| G
iy TSNS R
mCurley |
1655  Mr David Watts ||| |

1656 Miss Alison Ogborn [
1657 Mr Duncan Moore [
1658  Mr Thomas William Cadden, [
1659 Mr & Mrs Alan & Hilary Rea & Family, [ G
1660 WE.C. Ritchie [ G
1661  Mr & Mrs D.K. Allison-Beer, [ NG
1662 Ms Debbie Kelly, [ N

1663 Mr Gerald H Yates [ N
1664 Mr John Trevor Kitson ||| | G

1665  Mr Kenneth John Parker, ||| GG

1654
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Diary

Wednesday 9th November

Monday 14th November

Wednesday 14th December

Friday December 9th

January 11th 1989

February 8th 1989

March 10th 1989

April 12th 1989

Talk and demonstration on Traditional
Canal Art by Tim Clarke.

Venue: Scratcherd Sports Centre,
Queensway, Morley. 8.00pm.

‘Buck & Hawthorn’, Ashton.

Diggle Hotel, Saddleworth.
Joint Meeting.

IWA West Riding Branch
Social Events.

Christmas Social. Entertainment by
Daystar Theatre company plus a buffet.
Tickets £4 each available from Liz
Pinder 152 High Street, Weadon Leeds.
Venue: Bradford Boat Club, Shipley.
8.00pm.

Mike Taylor - Sheffield and . South
Yorks Canal.

Venue: Morley Leisure Centre, Queens-
way, Morley. 8.00pm.

John Croot - Waterways for Youth.
Venue: Morley Leisure Centre, Queens-
way, Morley. 8.00pm

AGM & Speaker to be announced.
Venue: Bradford Boat Club, Shipley.
8.00pm.

Peter Smith - Anderton Lift Develop-
ment Scheme.

Venue: Morley Leisure Centre, Queens-
way, Morley. 8.00pm.

Diggle restoration

Future dates are as follows:-

Nov 13 Nov 27
Dec 11 Jan 1
Jan 15 Jan 29

THE [GLOSSCP] PRINT CENTRE 04574 5418






