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CﬁAIREAN‘S REMARKS

Successes and Fajilures - These two words sun up nuch of the
activity of the Society during the last two months.

First the Buccesses - We appear to be naking considerable .
progress in persuading the Wegt Yorkshire County Council to
change the policy statements inm the structure plan which
relate to remainder water ways in general, and the
Huddersfield Narrow Canal in particular. There has been =2
veritable flood of written evidencé submitted before 'The
Enquiry in Public' - the vast majority of which supports the
views of the Society. The impact has been so grent that o
'secret! meeting was held by the ¥.Y.C.C. to consider Their
policy as it affect the E.N.C. - let us hope that sound,
common sense will prevail and thet a policy change will be
announced which sopperts restoration and protects the line
under all circumstances. o

The second success is the acceptance by the Tame Valley
Officers Working Party of the Society's proposal for the -
Restoration of the Uppernill Stretech of the Cenal. Now this
hurdle has been overcome we ghall have detailed discussions
with the British Waterways Board and the appropriste lccal
authorities, to obtain the necessary detailed clearance for

work to commence. In the meantime, we shall be comtlnulag
with more detailed surveys and schédules for the work -

whieh should, comuence in . the spring of next year. I am
pleased tc report that we have the full sunport and backing
of the Saddleworth Historieal Society in thig wenture and
will be working closely with this body, which-is currenily
so active and successful in the area.



/li"

-2 -

The mejor shortconings of the periof has been our failure

to provide a powered boat, os advertised, on the summnit
pound between Tunnel Ln&'gnn Margder Top Lock. -Gr the first
ocecasion of the karsden Festival, = series of events totally
~outside our control meant that on tle day no boat was avail-
able. A patient and enthusiastic krrsden crowd was nost
disappointed and an attempl was made to repeat the venture
on the 6th October. On this cccasitn a fine steam boat was
kindly nade available by ¥Mr. ¥ititer, but unfortunately,
after-an insuvegural trip by the Mayor and Mayoress of-
Kirklees, there wes a mechenical failure and remaining trlns
were carried out by manual pafddle power. - - - R

In spite of 21l the efforts nrde by the-Society, a-beat .
service ¢.ulc not be offcred. How, throughout all these
trials and tribuletions, ther¢ was, residing in the tumnel
mcuth:(securely padlocked) an fce-bireaker, perfectly suit-
able for limited trips on this section of the can=l. In
spite of official requests bef~re tte Marsden Festival and
pleas made at 2 personal level imnefiately before each
exercige, no help was forthecor ing from British Waterways-
Board. The Society were prepe sed tc accept all risks and
indermify B.W.B. fropm any reS]Jn31b111ty Degpite these
efforts B.W.B. appeared to be tntally unco-operative.

This situation will hove o change - if we are to restore
the H.N.C. we nust have tofal co-operation fran the Board
at all levels, from 3ir Frank Trice downwards. The Board
acknowledged the support of the Society in its last /nnual
Report - that is not enough - we nust have positive supnort
from the Board and we must work towsrds obtaining maximun
co-operation. This is a major campsign - it will need to
be carried out with tact and diplomecy at all levels by all
members of the Society - but iv is essential if we are to
pake progréss! : : '
EDITORTAL

Over” the weekend of the 6th and 7th October, Valerie Milsom
and T, with our sons, attended a creft weekend (which i&
held twlce yearly) at the Colre Valley Mugeun, Golear,

Near Huﬁdersfleld Ve were drossed in ocwr Victorian canal
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cogtumes anc blended well, as nost other exhibitors and
helpers were cdressed in costume frem the same period.

Yalerie and 1 were exhibiting an® demonstrating 'crochet of
the cut.! We had various items on display including
crocheted rugs, shawlg, edgzinga, and 'port hele deilies!
and of course, tock the opportunity of taking some HCS
literature with us.

Yo were gsituated in the living rcom ~f the museum where
throughout the two days hatches of delicioug toffee and
Tower bread' (oaty cakes to the uninitiated) were nade,
over the fire of the old range, and then hended rcund to

visitors and helpers! One lady was painting wooden gypsy
ware,; eg pegs, spcons, nail brushes and several other

itens; ancther was pegging a rug, some children were washing
usineg a peosser, tub and mangle, and ironing was done uging
flat irons.

‘s the dcor kept opening and shutting with the constant
streen of visitors it brought with it the smelil of hone
baked bread fron the bhakery of the museunm, which most tosk
the opportunity of buying.

A guess was mace of at least 2,000 visitors having passed
through the docrs by mid-Sunday aftermcon, when 'traffic
centrol' had to be brought in as the crowd had literally

come to a standstill, in its neanderings up and down and
arcund the nugeun watching the varicus crafts being denon-
strated! These included clecgging, weaving, spinning, potiery
naking, peinting canal ware, caning, bhasket making, -

%@hﬁlstering and several others. ©Several crafts had items
fer sale including enamelled jJewellry.

Visitors were able to buy welcome refreshments frcer the
coffee bar. »

We hope the nuseun will invite us again. Tt was nost enjoy-
able, and enlightening to listen to 'broad Yorkshire!
being spoken.

HCS~wi11 be putting on an exhibition at the museun in

March 1980, o |

K b R T R R R 308 2 B SR B 0 K H S R KR M KR
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR MEMBERS!
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Resune of Comittee Mecting held cn 23 Ausst 1979 ot
the Junction Inn, Marsden

Reports, discugsions and actiol tc ne taken:

Treagurer's 1eport :

Forration of Company - further 1nf0rm3t10n requested by the
heglstrar and Charity Comnission. |

Finance - Towpath Guide. Meeting with Tax Inspector.

Projects - UPPERLILL: draft report out. To obtain further
co-operation with Saddleworth Historical Society.

Copies of report tc go So Tane Valley Officers
Working Party. Vest sifde to do nore surveys.

- OTLHNDEDGE: suggested that a scheme for the whole
of tunnel enu is requi‘bd Draft report for next
meeting. .

- 8T/ LYBRIDCE: footbridge erected ovor river only
left & f% headroom, te ba persued. '

- LSATOW ARM: . Sea Cadets have applied for Shell
fwrard for. dredging.

- ASHYON CiNal 30CIELY: letter of support to be
written. _

- BOATS: B4B have goxe for Salen Further enguiries
to be riade.,

Publicity - agreed to buy buaonars
arreed to buy car stickewrss
agreed to go akead with beer mats.
Festivals Thanks expressed tec all Taneside commlttee and
helpers. Festival nade £2,500 plus profit. HCS
Stand still needs better raterlal '
- Taneside Festival 198C t) gc ahead, probably fug 1980
Hudcersfield Festival 1980 to take place in Sept 1980.
Serinar to be held towards the end of 1980.
Sub-connittess ZBagte Marsden Testival causing concern. -
degt: Video tapeg 17 Octcber. Sugrestion
that ¥Mikron be sponscred for = week alonys the canal
at the begimning of next .season.. . .
Boles - tc order 50 T-shirts with HCS 10;0. Conmittee to
leave detailed running of sales to Salesg Officer.
40B Perinine Link: sgreed to alter wording of copywright.
Posgibility of advertiging in PL.
" Bilver Cuff Links &£15 per peir to be advertised in FL.
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Resume of Committee Heeting held on 18 September 1979 at the
Tollenache Armg, Mossley

Treasurer's Heport
Finance/Company: Charity Commission have OK'd but passed on
to Inalnd Hevenue  HName all right.
Publicity - To thank Hobin Witter for tunnel photo's and
loan of IW& trophy.
Projects - UPPERMILL: rep. to go to Saddlweorth Historical
Society to seek co-cperation.
- TUNNEL/TUNKEL EdD: tc progress.
- EUDDERSFIELD TESTIVAL: Poly site OK; CNS and
I¥A have ggreed to Join.
- TAEESTUE FESTIVAL: old coomittee ftc neet and invite
west members to form 1980 ceonmittee.
- QUEEN STHET SOUTE STEPS: to pregress.
- OTulL FESTIVALS: Earsden - to take Stand only,
in future. Dipgele and Heyrod also holding events.
East sub-connittee Bockings taken for Bread Canal trin.
JIdeas =and gdvice for MHayor's Carnival fleat requested.
8 Broad Canal Certificated issued.
West sub-conmittee - 5add. Countryside Guide now published.
Working party group set up.
working Parties - Unable to hold werking party at Harsden Fest,
due tc ~ttitude of Trade Unions say BWB. lbetter tc be

sent tc local branoh of T&EHU for clerificetion of pogition.!
Corresnonhence for ¢iscussion - Victoriana Tea Rooms & CGrill :

ﬂsklng cogt of advert in PL: charges to be calculated.
Booklet on grants available fren Countrysice Cormission.

Dlsplay hoterial - Colour photo's will nct sclve mroblen: we
need a Cegigner Lo prepﬂre and display netetial, A1l to

approach friends/contacts and renort back next wmeeting.
Adlressing Hachines ~ other systeis to be investigated.
Sticky labels not o success.

R S e S R

HCS SHIRTS FOR SALE
Sweat shirts - black with white logo as .. £5,50
T shirts - white with blue logo .. . . £2.50
Please apyply to Jean Buckley (see front cover) and incluce

P & p with rendttanve.
TAMESIDE FESTIVAL MUGS FOR SALE

5till a few available. pply to Jean Buckley in person.
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MEMBERSHIP

I am pleased: to welcome the following new membera.:

559

560
561
562

R Worden, .

P
563 P R Bradley,
564 P &S Litchfield,
565 G J Mackereth,
566 I & M Hirst,
567 M A Carding,
568 C T Prior,

R
569 D Phillips & Family, '
570 J Peak,
571t P B Ashcroft,

572 N Crosvy, N

Newcastle-on-Tyne,
573 G Frost,
57h " Mr & Mrs A Hunt & Paul,
575 -Mr &_Mrs K Parker, .
576 ~Keith Parker,
577 L & R Simpson,
578: B, 8, K & J Smith;

579- J P Weésolowski

580 J Chisholm,]

581 “G' Siswick,

582 -5 Buicher, !

583 W & E Hodgson,

584 N & M Tamblin,

585 N W Jchnson,

586 G Burns, =

587 Miss A Polding,
588_iw c Rowlands,

Does anyone RHOW'the new address of JOHN CHEFTHAM formerly

e

Val Dewey - - ".. - . -
*t*##ﬁt#t**tttt*

HAVE YOU ENROLLED A NEW'MEMBER RECENTLY?
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A Vist to Xikron at Northw1ch Sus Sykeg

The 1979 TWh National ha11y of Becats was held at Northwich,
Cheshlreg on_ the. ﬁlver Weaver frou the 17th tc 19th Auoust.
The Uartlcular ains of this year's rally was tc encourag

the use of the “eaver NﬁVlrntlon, especlally by commereial
trafflc, to oropote the Ancerton Llft and tc raise funds

for the restoration of the Montrommery Canal. The gentlenan
operating the Ancerton Lift nust have been pleased to gee
the end of this rally Judsing by the number Pf boats gresont
I wonder if hie's on plecewcrk° o -

The Pa tron of the rally was H it H Prince Charles, The Prince
of Wales, who took a particular interest in the proceedings
because the funds raised would be used on the Montgormery.
The rally itself was enclosed by the two inpressive swing
bridges which cross the Weaver. There was 2 good selection
of Canal and Civic 8001et1es pregent along w1th nany trade
stands, cfferlng us goods and information on their cduses.
TWA had & marpuse to thernselves and nust have had nearly
evaery Uubllshed beok on csmalg in their display. HCS alsc
hac a-stand, not on the naln site but on the Qpposite bank
where it wttracted a 1Gt Qf attention. Thanks are due to.
.all who nanned it, '

In,thm e%rly hfternoon the members of the Off101ql party and
the: press ‘were ferried teo the main arens in nerrowboats and
the rally was declared open by the Chairmen of BWB,

Sir Frank Price. Aeg far as HCS nenbers were Concerned the

" highlight of the day. followed 4n a perfermance of '"Where's
Our Cub' by Mikren. IHowever do they oenage to keep their
concentration when faced with distractions such as trip
boats, go-go dancers and unexploded bombs! 'The show nust

go cn;'however, and a full hovse-alnost (450 people) heard

of the Diggles fron Standedge Tunnel. After this perfornmance
there was Just time for a quick nushroon salad, before the
Diggles shed their skins for the evening performance of !'What

A day te Go'.. Fer these who havn't seen this show - it tells
the sod story of the transport policy of Great Britain and.

begs the people in authority tomach a more unified ﬂpproach
“to roaés, rail, and (of course) waterways. It scunds a
%rmmyﬁmm,bﬂrmephalsnm;mmrwﬁhhmmmwmdlrhb
hearted songs whlch you find yourself singing cver and over
again.
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hg Mikron were finishing tteir production, Pumpkin Pie "~
were preparing to-lead the folk snd community singing and
behind stage the processior of illuminated boats was Just
starting. This was a reall,” good day at the rally, and
with boats moored four abreast as far as the eye could see,
I'm sure the aims of the festival will be realised.

B R SR o )

Down the 'Broad' to Briphouse David Hilsom

On Sunday 21 October about two dozen society members and
friends set off aboard the narrow boats 'Adre'and Calder'
from Calder Cruisers yeard at dspley Basin, for a trip down
the Broad Canal. The tyip nad originally been planned for
Harch this year but had to be canvelled lue to deep snow.’
This time, however, the sun was shining as we set off. We
were pleased.to see signs of dredging down the section jo'd
the incinerstor - thank yoo B¥B. At Red Deles those who
had never bzen on the Broal. before had their first exper-
ience of the heavy, finger thr¥eatening paddle gear. The
boats passeld through the. lccks breasted up, a saving in
time and water. Some members travelled ahead on foot,
preparing the locks, which was a great help., Some diffioulty
was expericnced as the gated would not fully open. It was
nice to see that the Yorkshire Weter Authority had planted
trees alongsice the canal - .s it to screen their buildings
from the. caﬂal or vice-versa?

After about two hours we locked cut into the River Calder and
headed up towards Brighouse. A change in speed wasg imme-
diately noticeable as we wers now in deep wide waters. Ve
made good tinme altceng to Brighouse Basin, where the boats
mocred for a lucnh break, in wosl instances-of the liquid
variety. Later we winded gnd set off back towards
Huddersfieid. 1% was riot until lirklees Low Lock that we
2igcovered that sone of the party had been left in Brighouse!

Then followed & period of chaos with boats going hlther and
.thlther until everyone was ~ccourted for.

4% last the boats set off tack w. the 'Broad'; arriving back
at Aspley Basin about 5.30 .

Tt is hoped that we maj Tun nore- boat brips; both East and
West in the future.
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Steam Leuncn of the Summlt Pound ) David Finnis

On Saturday 6 October, 1979, "Option" ore ef the first ever
petrol driven boats, was the first pleasure boat to be seen
on the Huddersfield Ngrrow Canal for over thirty years. It
was converted to a steam launch for use on canals and rivers
and is owned by HCS member Colin Witter (father of Robin) of
Chester.

The first passengers-at Marsden were the Hayor and Mayoress
of Kirklees. AfYer a couple of trips the boiler pipes
fractured, so, not to disappoint the largse crowd, BCS
merbers paddled the boat for the next half dozen trips and
then tied a rope to fhe bows and pulled the boat for the
rest of the afternoen, '

The event was a success as it had drawn people to the canal.
Many had not realised what an asset the canel wag until then.

The Scciety also pubt on an exhlbltlon,about -the canal neay
the summit lock.

Huddersfield Canal Seciety' 'woulu like to thank ¥r Witter
for bringing his boat to Marsden, and Hr and Mrs Parker and
son Keith from Leeds (new’ nenbers) For bringing their
cﬁravan.and manning the exhinition staﬂ+o

76 Year Old,”ODtng

Brought by river and canal (10 days - 310 niles) in 1903 to
the River Dee by the cwner's father, Preston Witter.*

Found in a wrecked conditisn in 1974 in Stockpert, and re-
built during the last four years by Colin Witter and
Donald Bowley, in time to stesm.in the Chester Jubiles
River Carnival ocn Tth June, 1977 - the flret "Steaner" on
tbe River Dee for 40 years.

A sister ship "Lady Elizabeth" is preserved in the Steam-
Boat Museum, ¥Windermere.

Bngine: 1% Hp Double Acting, Stevenson Llnkage,

Made in 1976 from Stuart Turner S5A Castings by

Idward Hobson, Chester. -
Boiler: Fire Tube - made in 1976 by Hugh Richards, Rhosesiner.
Owner - C P Witter, 41 Dec Banks, Chester.

* This journey faithfully vepeated May 1978 (75 years later).



- 10 -
I'n for Presgicent! Peter Froenan

T contrast to ny jeurney cn "Blectra of FEisworth" Imst
yeay (the'electridally;pCTered oruiser)7 recent repber

Ron Buckley and I travelled with a stean-powered narrcwbeat.
"President" is & recently rescored Fellows Morton and
Clayton steamer. we accofpanied ler on parts of an ex-
HWibkition tour between Woverhanpton and the Haticnal Rally
at Northwich.

We jrined the supporting vessel, the 60' narrcowboat
"Unicorn" at Norbury Junction cn the Shropshire Union Canal,
and Jjourneyed to the _olverlaimmton 21 to teet "President.™
There is cnly & small basic hack cabin on the steamer an.
the modern facilities on Unicorn, particularly the shower,
g%gﬁng?preciated gapeclally by these working on the siean

Preagident's steerer Zoes nct have direct contrel over the
engine. bell siguals are mate to the 'driver' sweating it
cut in the enrine room, for fast, slow, forward, reverse, and
sc on. Huel on the Journey w=s ccal and wood. "I had for-
cotten how dirty coal was! Driftirood was a useful swirce of -
cheap Tuelj the canal wag that bit tidipr after we had 3 ’
passed: One day wes spent cutting wood  under the directiocn
of HWicholas Besteock, enthusiastic owner of Unicorn and
partner in President. Contending for 'least nopular dirty
job' was the cleaning of tue boiler tubes requiring two -
people tc work the cleaning rod in the nany tubes. . -

Tt would tae an hour and a half or so to get up stean in
the norning, so scneone had to get up early to light the
boiler fire. B8pecial care was nceded due to Pregidentts
dranght of 3' 2" (vossibly noce when noving) and the in-
direct engine control systen. Becaters on the Shropshire
Union Canal were nost consicerate, apart fron a BWB
dredger whose driver rust have been in a bad mood egnd
apparently tried to furce President and twc other beats up
thebank! - o )

It Auclen a welcome heer in the £hroppie Fly in scorchiang
weather,; was followed by e faafare «f boat hooters zs we
left. At Nantwich we left for arother crew to take over
(and to nurse my sunburn) Lit lster, rejoined at Bllesnere
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interesting journey along the Manchester Ship Canal to :
the River Weaver ‘and up to’ Nbrthw1ch RS ‘f e

ﬁRestoratlon of the’ Pre51dent from its, sunken state at
“Northwich to” prlstine cond1t1on,-is"a most impressive
achievement. Congratulatlons, ‘to Nicholas Bost
Maleolm Brainey :Philip: Weaver, Terry Pooley, :

George Watkins and everyone 1nvolved in the progect.

You can read all about the restoratlon 1n the
September 1979 Waterways Worldn :

fre
|

Dra""lng bY ROI'I Buckley—- . :,.=:£_'.._ _ : 7
< kR ********t*****tt : ok

RGOS S N S

well Blow Mei = iU Gtk

Seen on Shropshire Union Canal - a boat named "Passing Wind".
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Conments on Canals in West Yorkshire by Director ot
Technical Services as sel cu’ in ¢ Report to Resources and
Plamning (Land and Planpin, } sSub-conmittee dated 15 October

''eoo 1ts main shortcoming is that it fails to present
positive indicetions of West Yorkshire imput in future

vears!
1

3,
5.4

Renainder Walerways - Huldersfield Narrow

Fish farming the Cunall The Slaithwaite ‘nglers
heve called the idea ngive and this is apreed.

The idea wcul? be esirenely expensive; the anglers
thanselves breed fish in rillpoends, etc., knowing
the canel hzg to be re-stccked regularly and the
security probleins, especislly if the canal towpaths
were 1o be used ag a recreational footpath, would
be enorrous,

The Bvolution of Strategic Policy

The pclicy states ttab every application for
developnent over the line of the canal would be
prefzrable 1f this cwld e added to the general
welicy and the section between "Kirklees DO
aireed coo-o. " and ‘were refused pernission"
were onitted.

Preggures

By waterwa. associations, it sresunsbly refers
to the Inlend “eterwave dcgociation and the
Huddersfield Canal Bosiety.

Attitude of Voluntary Scocieties

It is noticeable thet all the societies

mentioned in this section are Canal Societies.

It is a conmon ristake to agsupne that they are

the only voluntary bodies associated with canals.
and that they represent tre najority of peownle
using the eanal facilities. Obviously Slaithwaite
Anglers are the nain users of the Narrow Canal

at present, and the Jolne Valley Society's
cireular walk alcng the towpath is another indica-
tion of a wider wveoluatary interest. The tables
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91 give a good indication of user activities and maybe
cont this should be spelt out in the text. S

' 7. Burmary of decreation Potential

11.1 It is very wrong tc assune that in its present state
" the Huddersfield Narrow Canal can only serve local
needs.  The production of Kirklees "Huddersfield
Harrow Canal" Recreation Survey and discussions with
the County Council, B¥B, Countrysice Commigsion anc
interested parties incdicetes a regional if nch
national recreational rescurce that can be ex-

ploited whether the canal is openec for through
navigation or not. :

Conclusicn to the Rencrt

fenerally, it is felt the report is guite concise and clear
and probably long gverdus. he main frustration with such
a repcrt is that it (oes not give.a concrete indicetion of
$he next step. Possibly the answer would be a fellow up
for specific canals, or canal sections, structured in such
a way as tc indicate what financial injection weculd be
expected and where these coild be concentrated. In this
way there c:uld be nore congiderotion for work carried cut
by other Directorates, eg plans for the setting up of a
Wirklees Way" and nore known comnibpents by such bedies

as the Countryside Comnisgicn, DOE, Yerkshire & Humbersgide
Tourist Board. These cught to be agsessed quickly, or else
any policy will collect dust while the canals slowly, but

surely, deteriorate. _
R R e L S S S

ADVERTISING WILL NOJ BE ACCEPTED T PENNTNE LINK

Prices per issue -  £27 per half pages
: £4 per full page.
Prices per 6 issues ~ £10 per half pages
(One year) £20 per full megs.

Please forward your ads with remittance for 1 or 6 issues to
the Editor - see front page.

R R AFHR AR EHRRRRILRARE

Have a giggle with a Diggle at Christmas. Get yours from
the Sales Officer WOW for only 95p including postage.
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Tame Valley Officers Working Party
Mecting 11th Oeteber. 1579, Gounty Hall, Manchester

The Report "ihe Canal in Uppermill - Acton - for
Restoration" which we have procuced suggeotlnb regtoring
the section of canal between locks 21V and 24V, was con=-
gidered and swpported by those pregent (including Ken Dodd
of BWE). VWe must now procecd with nore cdetailed study and
also seek the sup.ort of other bodies such as Saddleworth
Parish Council.

FRIEHXFRHIERRAFR H300%H

Pavnent of Subscription by £ tanding Order

Quite a few uenbers have requested that they pey their
gsubgscriptions by standing orter but, at preszent, we have
askec¢ then to delay doing so wntil their Society is a
Registered Charity. Once we have charitable Status we
will then be able to offer t¢ Shose interested the
chance of paying by "Deed of Covensnt"™. This way the
Bociety is able to reclain Income Tax on their anount of
gubgcriptions paid.

KMore details in the next iseue.

I R B R o S e o

Dreding at West Slaithwaite

Spotted on a recent walk along the towpath was a BWB
hynac, cleaning the channel of silt., ‘pproximnately
100 yards has been cleared between locks 30 and 31. at
West Slaithwaite. The gilt is being soread over a nearby -
field, probably as a fertiliser (?) At »resent it _is not
known why BYB are taking this acticn. Perhaps they have
decided to restere the canal withoutf telling anyone:
Tet's hope so!

B X & ol e e S

Hallmarked Solid- Silver Cufflinks

Ve are taking orders for the above. The price is
approxinately £15 per pair. The cuff-1links bear the seal
of the Buddersficld ané Manctester Railway Company.

When nrdering from Jean Buckley, please include £2 depogit.
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Tnland Waterways Amenity Advisory Council News Release

THAAG TQ BE ABOLTSHED 1st October 1979

t

The recent neeting of the Council discussed the announce-
nent by the Secretary of State for the Environment that
IMAsC were to be abolished as a result of a review of npon-

ninisterial public bodies lying outside the cores of centrsl
governnent, ' '

The Council were aware that legislation which would be
needed to bring about the Government's decision could have
~the affect of reducing the statutory safeguards available
tc users of the waterways, particularly on the 500 miles
of 'rempinder! waterways, and they are seeking = fermal
deputetion to meet the responsible Ministers to clarify
the Govermment's intentiong.

About 1 million people pay to use the toard's waterways in
England , Scotland and Wales for tourism and recreational
purpeses annually, and pany nillions more valuse the
Board's carals and rivers as an emenity, reflected in the
considerable volume of matters brought te the Council's
attention by local authorities, -active users and nembers
of the public generally. The Council's concern nust be

to ensure that any new Government proposals do not lessen
the safegusrds embodied in the wide brief of the Council

under the 1968 Transport Act, and elsewhcre.'
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Britigh Waterwavs Board's Calendar 1980

The BWB Calendar for 1980 dips into the past with photo-
graphs of the waterways taken around the turn of the
century, and now are hand-coloured.

A stean dredging crane on the Oxford Canals the short-lived
Foxton inclined planes the Anderton boat-lift; a bean
engine house in Birmingham: wen at work maintaining the
canals; all are featured on the twelve photographs and
supplemented by a nunmber of pigtures and drawings.

A calendar for the waterways epthusiast and for 21l who
care ebout; the past, this yeasz igsue maintaing a
tradition of fine ecalendars from the British Waterways
Bosrd. ‘ . - : -



- 16 -

Survey of the Muddersfield Canal by Robert Whitworth (Snr )
Letter date@ 11th Auguost 1797

D The COMPANY OF PROPRIETORS of The Huddersfield Canal.

Gentlemen,

' IN Opedience to your Orders of the 29th of June . 1ﬂst
Gdirecting ne to view the Line of the said Canal, hnd,the
Execution of the several Works, I have examined the whole
Line with the greatest Attention and Cares; and have con-
gidered the Objections to the line, and Execution of
some Part of the Works; and should have been very gigd if
sone of the Gentlemen, who have made the Ubjections, would
have been so kind as to have favoured me with their
Company , and pointed them out upon the spot.

" Beginning at the Ashton-Bnd. of the Irine; one of the
Objections happens tc be at the first setting out, which
is, making a Turnmel thrcough Sand-Hill, instead of
cnrxylng it found the Point of-the Hill.

' T have no hesitation in saying, that I think this
‘Objection is not well-founded notwithstanding the
Tunnel is very badly exeCuted, yvet 1 think the Measure
was right, though it way have cogt more Money:; but of
that I ari not certain, when T consider it would have.

materially injured, if not totally destroyed a very good
House, besides the Difficulties of making the Cana] at
the Foot of a very siteep Hill, conposed of running sand,

and the very crooked Couvse it rmst ftake round the Poind
of the Hill, which would raquire it to be of an extra
Width, to give your long Boats Room to turn. z

' The next Objection, that has come to my Knowledge, is
the fqueduct below Staley-Bridge. Sone-are of Opinion,
it should have been in the cld Water Course; others,
that it should have been more to the South than it is now
built, so as to have made the River Course guite straight.

' The old River Course nost eertainly would have been a
troublesone and expensive Situation; - that more to the
South would have reguired a new River Course, two or
three Times as long as that which as been adopted; and,
é¢onsequently, a great Deal more expensive, as the Earth
dug out wald have required adbout two additional Stages



1

" : - 17 -

of Wheeling, to bank upithe old River Course; - and the
Aqueduct Bridge, in its present Situation, is completely safe,
notwithstanding the Stream of the River doth not come in s
direct Line upen it; consequently, as this Situstion has eost
the least Money, it is nost eligible for the Company.

' Ancther Objection is, to the Tumnnel at Scout, - This is most
certainly as frivclous and ill-founded as the Objections to
the Tunnel through Sand-Hill, at Ashton,

' This Tunnel was easy to execute; it being One Hundred gnd
Ninety-eight Yards in length, ouf of which One Hundred and
Twenty stand without Arching, and is a good scund Piece of
Work, much better than that at the Sand-Hill. - EYet,

rough ag that is, I did not discover any Symptons of its
corring down.)

Pt )erhap% may be expected, that 1 give a SBtate of the
Hbrks a8 L g¢ along; which, fron the Infcermation T have
had, and the Observaticns I have nade, I an, in sone
Measure, enabled to do.

The Canel ig navigabls through might Locks, of Ten Feet
oix Inches Rise Each, and over an fAqueduct of Two Twenty-
five Feet Arches; Five other Lccks are nearly finisheds
Four others want zbout a Fortnight's BHason Work, and the
Gates henging; and Four others will require five or six
Weeks to cemplete them: The Gatés are ready for all these.

! The Tunnel, at Scoub, is not quite finished; it wants about
Twenty Yards of Arching (the notural Rock being rather
doubtful), and scme little to do at the Towing Path and
Lining.

" The Agueduct, of Two Twenty-five Feet Arches,; in Quick, is
got up tc the Springers; the Centres are set up, and a
larse Quantity of Stone ready dressed, and the Workmen
begun to set the Arch.

' Four Bridges are yet to build below Upper-Mill, for which
Part of the Stone is prepared. - There are several small
Pieces of Cutting to de, in a1l about a Mile in Length.

' The above Works being done, the Canal would be formed and
nevigable t¢ the lower Side of the Turnpike-Head at
Upper-Mill.!' _

: {Extract)
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HCS Members Welcome to all meetings

Nov ? 8 00 pm East Side. - Commerc1al Slaithwaite -
o PRI 111ustréted talk by Dav1d Ellis: on *The-
. : " Penn1neipark'
Nov 4 B8.00 pm West.Side!  King William IV, Greenfleld.
.Nov 28 8.00 pm *HCS/PFCS: Boats, Boatmen & Boat Paintlng
“ L ) by Dr C!Boucher. i _ T
Dec "4 8,00 pm East’ Sl&e. Whart, Aspley. -
Dec 12 8,00 pm 1West Side. Old Hunters Tavern,
: R :‘Stalybridge. : R -
Dec 14 ~8.00 pm- East v West qu1z. Great Wéstéfh;f'iL
L e Standedge. [ : B
Jan 3 .B,QO_pm East Sjde. Ra11way, Marsden.
Jan 10 8.00 pm VWest Side, Contact West members for
_ N venie.
Jan 23 8,00 pm . *HCS Video Show plus Ron Buckley on.
~ Traditional Paint1ng.';‘ e ‘Eﬁ
Feb 2 8.00 pm East Side. Royal Oak, Chapel Hlll,ik
. : _ Huddersfleld. .
Feb 13 8.00 pm West Side. 01d Hunters Tavern, Acres
e S Lﬂne, Stalybridge.. P
Feb 27 B8.00 pm *HCS/PFCS: Waterways Pot Paintlng.
Mar & 8.00 pm -East Side. .Ring. 850032 for- venue. ..,
Mar:: 14 ‘8,00 pm  ~West Side. ' Contact’ Wesi members for

. . . . .Yenue,.
‘Mar 26 8.00 bmfr*HCS/PFCS' 'Shropshire‘Unzon Canal' Peter
IR .. ~ Whitehead, “Eeool ]
April 9 8.00 pm West Side. 01d Hunters Tavern,_i;“

Stalybridge. : '

Apri11é33 8.00 pm  'Birmirigham Canal Navigators'.

May ~ 3%’ 8. 00 pm 1*HCS7§?ES: End of Season matter.
*HCS/PFCS joint meetings - previously held in the Community
Centre~in Oldham are changing venues. Meeting on Nov 28
at Baptist:iChurch, King Street, Oldham. For future meet-
ingd ring A'rthﬁr_nomsby- - ;061/6:;4/7473. -

Huddersfleld Canal Sccaety 1979 @ :
The Diggles (:) 1979 Huddersfield Camnal Society, Articles may
be produced in allied. ilapazines without prior reference,

" ‘providivg-thé source is—acknowledged. oo ——-





