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printing/Distribution.Derek V/alker

BY WAY OF EDITORIAL

A collection of Pennine Link editions going
"back to the first in June 1974 was at first
almost the only material inherited by the new-
Editor. Reading them Suggested that a few notes
on the history of the HCS as revealed in these
journals might interest readers.
^P"ker__l _r JH10. 1974
Society "formed "orTT9- April 1974. Eleven commi-
ttee members elected, . only two remain (Messrs
Maynard and Dewey). Priestley ii" 1G31 on the
Hudclers field Narrow Canal was reproduced. He
said the boats were hauled manually through
Standcdgo Tunnel in Incur 20 minutes. 2,33
miles per hour. Some goingl
NUKB3R. 2^^^Ausust__1974
100 LiGrTBers, EHcTutTIng one- from Canada, pour
reasons put forward for restoration (a) to
accommodate pleasure boats crowding other
waterways (b) because of tho fame of the canal,
highest level, longest tunnel (c) to provide
short-cut froju Yorkshire to Midland canals (d)
being narrow uses less water than other trans-
Pennine canals. A working party on the Broad
Canal was to be organised. A badge was available
("please add 3~2"P for postage1' - that takes us
back in history I)

-
Kirklees" Council ;foined"as Corporate members.
Unique aqueduct at Stalybridge noted. A poem



printed fron a nr, Vain of Leicester, '.forking
party on the Broad Canal still awaited. (a
B'TB "about-turn" "blamed). BVIB Castleford con-
trolled the Broad, Bv/B \7igan the Narrow.
Castlcford neets Y/igan at Kuddersfield Poly-
technic (commentator viddie- varing).

-" "Eavo been very quiet recently". - th
grounuwork was in progress. Brian Boagley
(our vice-chairman) described a journey by
boat
s
a
B .
fortunately only for repairs.

s raised - should ?]?CS
and HGS merge? - should lies acquire a boat?
Kir-:lt;cs tX-vc the inpreccion they v/anted the
canal ir.proved but v;cre short of ncncy. The
Turnbridge had returned, 2Y/B v:erc congratu-
lated on" their restoration work, feasibility
study being printed.__

r Penri'The L"in'K'~f oruat encrgcd conplete
with the rather cuddy picture of ilarsden
tunnel end. Feasibility study now on sale.
Splendid, story of our worthy chairman standing
in the peal: Forest canal removing a pair of
trousers froi.i a boat propeller shait. Stand-
edro p.oc1-: (edible) to be sold at York National
Rally. A completely blank page headed 'Totes"
was included (a do-it-yourself journal'?).
"

A yo"uhg""han calTe?. !!ar!c had navigated the
Harrov/ Canal on the way to the York Rally in
an uivpov.'cred inflatable boat, helped by sone
HCS ncubers (round or through Stand ê ge Tunnel
was unclear). A slide lecture on tho"Colne
Valley Floor-'O) v.-as promised.

.
A surveying party from HCS sav; an etter in the
canal in the heart ox industrial Huddcrsf iold.
200 neiubers now. Greater I.lanchcster council



Pago 3

adopted a policy of non-encroachment. ITL'̂ C
visited canal to report and conpl imiented HG3 on
feasibility study - 7Ia professional docuuent'1.
BV[B secnocl firuly against navigation of Stand-
edge Tunnel. One correspondent uentioned walk-
ing through the disused"railway tunnels.
pUrlB^R 9 - l^rch 1976
yal̂ fihg' xhe"disu£ed railway tunnels was firmly
outlawed* Projects susgostod (a) to ensure
repair of listed v-rarohouse at Aspley. (b) to
survey Stalyoridgc (c) working parties (el) pro-
vie o a slipway for trail "boats. i'./....iC had re-
ported three conclusions (a) step anything
contrary to restoration ("b) any repairs done
should ai," restoration (c) long tcru plans

for a regional par1.-; and local

Reprint of possibility study due. Greater
Manchester, Ta^eside, Oldhau and Xi
adopted non-cncroaclirient policies - net all
watertight. Vest Yorkshire vrorkin;, o;: it. rcpor"
on first Narrow Canal working party - a :;carden-
ini':i effort abeye Slaithwaitc - "between 30 and
50 people. Tirst nontion oi the Bates planning
application.
hUflBjR 11 - July 1976
B'u''E"cs'~"ap'pTicat"ioh" 'a'pp'royerl for four storey
building on canal. ,. joint v;orking party of
"Bv/B and local authoiitios forced to consider
future aijcnity and recreational devolopiiient of
the canal (TICS not invited). Repair work
promised on the tunnel.

CRttlrlu'air gave T.oTbals1" "o"f "his" "ccrr cs pond once
with councilJ-ors regarding 3ates application -
excuse was an over-riding regard for industrial
developuont - fully .̂/aro ef canal's
Danger to cottages and tunnel end at
noted. Standedge p.ock was nol£5 out.
F[5:IB:JR_ ̂  - November 1976

area sug^c^tion for tunnel
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275 Julian Hunt,

276 Joseph Ycouans

277 Robin Thcrnbcr, 
273 David Se^gwick,

279 I.:r. oirs.Booth, ;,nnc & Joan, 

280 Jennifer Oarcy, 
y.

Tlio co;.r:it"boo look fcrv/o.r1- to meeting local
mcrfbcTO at the oast an1, v/cct o:)cn ncctiiigs. i/:ay
I point out to new nor-bcir that these ;::ceti/.;G;3
arc open to everyone an"1, are tin, ̂ icin notho'.c
of iaplonontin^ society policy. li" you want te
get involve-"- in the campaign couc along.

I have a ^.iaturbing piece of iievrc to ic^art.
Despite- the ieipressive list of nov- nc:.:borQ,
total ncuberG'.iip has not incre:-',se.-l, as Just as
uany people have- net rcnevrcv. their subscription.
If you have received a ronev;al notec v:j.th this
issue of Pennine Link aivn. ':.o not intend to
rencY/ - please let us l:nov: v;hy.

Valerie Devroy.

Tho i-Xitor, Standedge Tunnel,
Pennine Link. Uarsclciu 12.2.77.
Dear Sii%

;.iay I say hcv; nice it was to viev; your
^isplay this corning in }{u:V:lorsf ielC.

C'oul-.l you please tell no the- precise
length of Stan^c.'ro Tunnel as I SL; a bit con-
fused over your lengths f.is playo"1..

The length of the tunnel quoted on the
photograph of the lantern portal is 5693 yc.r.'.s,
it is shorter on the nap at 5456 yards an" even
shorter in the feasibility study and leaflets at
5415 yards.

, -Thank you,Yours faithfully,Confuscious Dig^lc
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Not only ?AC. our latest contributor to the
livlic-st correspondence (the only corrcspon;"1.
oncc} in Pennine Link call in at HucU1.cr0fiol
ho (she or it) also nipped -?.o\m fro;:i Stan^.ocl
to S-laitav/aitc tc post his letter.
Our committee has a goo-1 ;;<oasurinp; tape. Any
volunteer Dingles to do i , "bit of ::iccsurinr? ,

Dudley_Canal Talk
Gn~T̂ arch"2;f at' 7.45 at Ql̂ ha:-; Community Centre
Llr. V-Si^allshire will bo talking about Dudley
Tunnel an." canal. The problems of re—opening
the Dudley tunnel were probably very similar
to the JifficultioG HCS face in achieving nav-
igation through otan^C'lgc. It v/ill bo interes-
ting to hear hoy the Dudley re-opening was
achicvo^. (ol-,lha;.i Gon..iunity centre is in the
centre of Ql.".hc,"i on Union St. near Greaves St;
Dudley Tunnel' Trip
Oh" \jTiiT 'ouĥ 'ayV" IiHy 29, i:' conjunction v;ith
the PFCS we aro running a trip to the Dudley
Tunnel ai:." places of interest aroun:! Birning-
ha:i. The Dudley tunnel is at present the
longe.Gt navigable canal tunnel (but wait till
v/c reopen' "S t anl'. c."". ge I} with caverns aiivT. canyon-
like basins hev/n out of the soli-,"1, rock. The
trip is undertaken in an unusual electrically
povrcrc,1. boat, though you can try logging if
you wish. Our coach v/ill start from IlucV.crs-
ficlx.1, travelling via Slaithuaitc, i'larS'lcn,
Upper: :ill, l.Tosslcy, ..shton an" Llancliostcr. _.t
3,6p.n. we will travel by boat through the
tunnel, rejoining the coach at about 5-15.pn.
pick up points raay vary frou a,long the route
shown if there is sufficient J.ciianC..
Tickets £3 (£2 if 16 years or un:ler) fron
Peter rrccnan. please state:- 1) whore you
wish to iicot the coach on the route shown,
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more
we need* members.

Make an effort to enrol a new member - the more support we have,

the easier our task becomes.

Membership... Junior 50p

Full £1.50

Family £ 2.50

Corporate £7.50 (minimum)

Associate £5.00 ^Voluntary Societies)

To: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, 3 PUMP ROW, HIGH FLATTS, HUDDERSFIELD.

I/We wish to join the Huddersfield Canal Society

Full name(s)
(Block Capitals please)

Address

Postal Code

Telephone number

Occupation

Amount enclosed: Cheque/Money Order/Postal Order




