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gaturday the 13th Scptcmoer presented us with
a problem. A water festival at Coventry ang a
local festival at Marsden. So with the judgement
of Solomon we split the exhibition stand in two,
Chris GFiffiths taking one half to Coventry and °
the other half going to Marsden. The next problem
was to find someone to man the stands at Marsden .
(the chairman Secretary who were going to do this
having let the side down by being on holiday
that week). Luckily we were able to prevail on
two non-members David Finis (who was already
invelved in the Festival as a member of the Colne
Valley Society) to take charge of. the stand.
Our thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Watson and Craig
for giving up 2 Saturday. 3

Our stand attracted a lot of attention, some of :
the Feasability Study were sold and a number of
other items. 4 lot of cu stions were asked and

a lot of information given by locals who remembered
the canal when it was in use.

These local events are very important to. the Scciety
even when they are not water orientated as théy get
us known to local residents along the cut and we
hope their sup-ort. And it is this local support
thot we want when negotiating with local councils
for they are the rate payers and electors.

Do you know of any events in the village or towns
where we czn show the flag ? if you do please

let us know, your committee cannot be everywhere
Also can you halp to man the stand at such events?
It is a poor show when we have to rrely on non-
members. '
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P.S. oa the National Rally

I would like to thank all those members who showed up on
the stand at York. I am sorry that I did not meet you 2ll
but I did want to see a bit of the Festival myself. A
. specizl thank you to those who helped on the stand., It
was a bit of & panic not knowing who we were going to get
but it worked out all right in the end, but it may not
next time. Talking of next time. NEXT YEAR IT IS AT
PETERBOROUGH, as you probably know already. yhat about
helping on the stand ? will you be going ? by car, train
or boat. '/ill you help ? Don't leave it to the other
chap he might not be able to get there next year. Pleas
let Chris Griffiths, Bob Dewey or myself know if you can
help, even an hour while someone goes to lunch after all
it is your Society.

J.K.Maynard
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Dear Ed,

Following on from the account of Mark
Blackstones journey from Dale Street to the National
Rally at York, which was indeed a quite an achievement
I was on the ashton Canal in September, and while
rmoored at Dukinfield awaiting the reéturn of the
fish and chip party, got into conversation with some
B,W.B. workmen at the Junction of the Huddersfield -
Narrow. ' : Gl

It eeems to me to-be a popular mis-
conception that BWB workmen are all itinerant
lzbourers who have no interest in the canals other
than to dec enough work to-get by and receive their
wages at the end of each week.

In addition most employees I have spoken .- - -
to seem to possess-a great deal of local knowledge -
and are in general, sympathetic to the aims and
aspirations of Societies such as ours. ~. ° ’
However, the journey of Mark Blackstone eventually
cropped up, and the men described how they had
assisted his progress, and inevitably the tunnel
was mentioned. The leader of this particular team
was very famili-r with the tunnel, apparently it
being his task to assist the boat through on the
now infrequent inspecticns. It seens there are two
roof falls, -one being cuite serious, the fallen
rock protruding from the surface but nct prohibiting
its passage, there being a statutory obligation
to ensure its progress.

I asked what no doubt thousands of other
people have asked, why on earth BWB have never
allowed, or even considered allowing a boat such
as Dudley Trust use to take parties through and
thus make a handsome profit.
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Apparently; it.is only recently that the roof has
become friable to the extent that collapses may
occur, and the feeling was that it would have been
feasible to allow accompanied parties through some
years ago, but the BWB hierarchy decided ageinst
and have continued to do so.
when I last walked through the adjacent sisused

Standedge raikway runnwl, I counted, I think 34
connecting passageways from one railwzy tunnel

to tho other, the majority of .wkich gives access
to the canal tunnel as well.

This being so, I would have thought that

it would have been safer to navigate Standedge

than a conventional tunnel with no connecting
passageways. 1 mentioned this to the BYB workman
and he agreed, remarking that this opinion had

been conveyed to their superiors, with the inevitable
result of course.

Two things stick in my mind j One was that
when navigating through, the boat seems st stand
still, =nd the walls appear to be moving, which he described
as uncanny, andquite unlike the passage of a normal brick
or stone lined tunnel.

_ The other was that, weekend after weekend
Summer and Winter coach loads of enthusiasts come fron
a1l over the country just to view the respective ends
of the tunnel, ~nd thegreat bulk of moor beneath which
it burrows.

A1l conal enthusiasts know that BYB could
ask virtually any figure they liked as a fee, and
people would STILL be queueing to go through, weekend
after weekend,
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Sunrlng up as I see it

1.

2

33

There os a good road access to each

end of the tunnel. -

There are many escape passages in the
event of a serious recof fall or::
other accident.

The problem of Engine smoke is now,.:
ninimised with the. use of diesel
loconmotive.

Debit Side:

The bore is indisputedly very wet
and waterproof: would be essential.

The jagged protruding rock might be a hazard
to elbows, fingers amd evem heads in places to
he ugwary, but people would be going through

at their own risk anyway.

As far as the roof fajjs are ancerned; a day
boat would not draw a great deal, amd enough
rock could be removed to give a passage fairly
easy. I would have thought. There would
certainly be no lack of volumteers )

If there is a genuine and valid reason why the tunnel

cannot

be used, perhaps BWB can be persuaded to publish

it in simple every day language such as we 51mple
ordinary enthusiast can understand.

Yours truly
Roger ‘Webb
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'Standédge or Stanedge!

The Standedge vs Stanedge' controversy scens to be snowballing
Martin Grey of Stcurbridge sent ,e & copy of a lectter
published in “aterways World in Decerber 1574 insisting

that the true spelling is Stanedge. Copy of this letter

Below,

1Stanedge or Standgdge . . 7
I- must draw yomr attention to the prevailing

mistake repeated in your- excellent journal in

September, of spelling the name of our local moorland
Stanedge incorrectly. It is not Standedge.

The error is due to a mis-spelling in the Ordnanae Survey
map of 1843 and copied in all later editionms, hence by 211
writers unfamiliar with the district. The name comes from
1Stan' meaning stone plus 'edge' the stone edge which
those who know the area, recognise as an apt description?
Tt is also pronounced loczlly 'Stancdge' there is no
intrusive 'd' May I ask that you set a lead to other

by spelling the name correctly in any future rcference to
Stanedge Tunnel.

Mrs. L.Gough
Ashton-under-Lyne

Bernard Barnes of the Saddleworth Historical Society
however disagrees.
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“Saddleworth and duddersfleldxwrlters have insisted
on using the spelling Stanedge e.g. W.B.Crump
Huddersfields Highways alledged that the corrupt
spelling Standedge arose from a tracrcposed letter
on the First edition Ordnance Map; reading

standepe. Ctonege is the logical spelling indeed
the earliest recorded mention in the late 12th -
century was to Stonegge and in 1272 to Stanegge
deriving from the old Engllsh meanlng a stone edge
or escarpment.
However the spelling Standedge was not perpertrated
by the Ordnanace Survey, In the Saddleworth
Church Register the version was already in ude by

the early 1750. The 1792 Act for building a turn
pike road through Saddleworth referred to A road from
Stand “dge. The minutes of that mceting of the Turnpike
Trustees belonging to this period hand written by
Saddleworth refer throughout to-Standedge. -

.

A.H.Smirh in his Place Names of the West Riding
of Yorkshire describes how the letter 'n' often
becomes 'ND' in West Riding N mes and he goes onto. =
quote a number of examples inxluding Standedge. '

Bernard Barnes
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we need/members....

Make an effort to enrol a new member — the more support we have,
the easier our task becomes.

Membership...  Junior ... ... ... 50p
Full £1.00
Family .. ... .. £1.50
Corporate ... ... £5.00 (minimum)
Associate ... ... £2.00 (Voluntary Societies)

To: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, 3 PUMP ROW, HIGH FLATTS, HUDDERSFIELD.

I/We wish to join the Huddersfield Canal Society

FUIL NAME(S) trereeererrarrraeeerasreerassaeeeeeeeeesesnaseeeeesesseessssssssseesssenssnessensesessesnssseannn
(Block Capitals please)
AAAIBSS <uacosiverssvanasassassosssasssssnsissiinsnsidsssnanensnsasasnsnsess sssassisssesnsnsassstossnsnsiinaatnssess
.................................................. Postal Code .icesscesessesscnssssosassossnnn
Telephone NUMDBer..cicciassceisnsasasssisississsisans
OCCUPALION 1iireurieeesreneiierenseeaeaassssnsesessssssssssssesssssssssssessessssssssssssssssanssssssssessnssnnne
AMOUNL BNCIOSRH: civaseessscnsassanssssssssssnsseissasessensassns Cheque/Money Order/Postal Order
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